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Member1 gave notice of a motion for bringing the isss.
suspected prisoners to trial    Sir Richard Cross2 March 30*
put down an amendment, which most have had the
sanction of Sir Stafford Northcote, for the release
of the three Members.

The Easter Recess was a period of gloom and
doubt. Irish agrarian crime was rampant, while
Irish gaols were full of untried men, The
Government of the United States demanded the
liberation of those " suspects " who were American
citizens. On the last day of March a land-agent
named Herbert was murdered in County Kerry,
and on the 2nd of April Mrs. Smythe was
killed by a shot aimed at her brother-in-law, a
landlord in Westmeath. The Pall Mall Gazette
recommended Forster's dismissal, and once more he
offered to resign. " If you go, and go on Irish
grounds, surely I must go too/' was Mr. Glad-
stone's reply.3 Forster's six special magistrates all
brought him bad reports. Strong and immediate Apni 12.
legislation was in his opinion required. Lord
Cowper, a week later, expressed in still more
earnest language the same view. But that view was
not Mr. Gladstone's, and the Prime Minister had
been turning in his mind what alternative he could
suggest when there was made to him an unexpected
communication. While spending the Easter
Recess in Dublin (Easter holidays he had none),
Mr. Forster received from Mr. Parnell an applica-
tion for leave to attend the funeral of his sister's
son in Paris. He at once gave the required per- pameirs
mission, on the understanding that advantage peareoTee on
would not be taken of it for political purposes,
and Mr, Parnell left Kilmainham. He did n
return for a fortnight, and a good deal of history

1  Sir John Hay.

2  Mr. Secretary Cross had received the Grand Cross of the Bath on
the resignation of Lord Beaconsfield's Ministry in 1880.

3  Reid's Life of Forster, ii. 413.